Australia

Australia has a population of more than 17.6 million and is the only country that is also a continent. About 70% of the people lives in the 10 largest cities. Most of the population  is concentrated along the eastern seaboard. Australia is the sixth largest country and the smallest continent in the world. It has a area of nearly 7.7 million km2. The country lies between the South Pacific and Indian oceans and is often called the land down under. The name Australia comes from the latin word australis, meaning southern. The capital of Australia is Canberra (310 000). The two largest cities are Sydney (3 538 970) and Melbourne       (3 022 157) The offical language is English.                                           

History

The dark-skinned people had lived in Australia for over 40 000 years when the first white man reached the country. In 1770 Captain James Cook reached the southeast cost and claimed the land for England. Britain settled Australia as a prison colony and transported prisoners to the country. Also free settles soon followed and the land slowly was explored. When gold was found in Australia 1851 lots of settles went to the country.

Trade and industry

Great areals are available for cattle-breeding and presently about 130 millions sheep 

 are spread out over the country. Most of the sheep are held in the southwest and southeast parts of Australia. Although sheep is the most held cattle, there are also beef cattle which are held at big ranches. (Secretly owned by McDonalds?!?( )

Most ores and energy raw material are available in Australia. Between one fourth and one third of the bauxite-mining of the world takes place here. Australia is also one of the greatest iron-ore producers. Only about one percent of the Australian areal are used for producing crops such as wheat and different kinds of fruits.

Important export products are wool, meat, ores and mineral coal whereas important import products are oil, cars, machines and electrical equipment.

Climate

Big parts of central Australia is desertland but there are also rainforests in the north, snowfields in the south east and fertile croplands in the east, south and south west.About one third of the country lies in the tropics. Australia has a coastline of 36 735 km.The mean temperature in Sydney is 17.6( C and it rains about 1205 mm throughout the year. In the north of Australia the mean temperature is about 25-30( C most of the year.

Flora and fauna
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The isolation of the Australian continent for 55 million years made it possibel for very special animals and  plants to develop and survive. For example the marsupials didn’t have to compete with more highly developed animals.The most famoust animals of Australia are the kangaroo, the koala and the platypus. 700 different birds are known to live in the country, of which 400 is found nowhere else. Found among the 20 000 spieces of Australian plants are many spieces of acacia, eucalypts, gum trees and even some living fossils such as the grass tree.
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